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Classroom libraries are a significant part of creating a rich literacy environment. 

 

Literacy experts recommend having a varied collection with at least 10 titles per 

 

student. The classroom library is an indicator of th

e priority placed on reading in 

 

general and independent student reading in particular. 

 

TIPS ON DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE CLASSROOM LIBRARY

 

Survey student interests to ascertain the number and type of books that 

 

students would like to read. Be sensitiv

e to multicultural variables such as: 

 

age, gender, race, ethnicity, religion, and physical challenges.

 

Gradually build the collection of titles by 

 

-

 funds from school

 

-

 grants

 

-

 PTA contributions

 

-

 school fund raisers

 

Set up an approval procedure 

to ensure quality and avoid inappropriate 

 

content. The media specialist and/or a school committee that includes 

 

parents can read and recommend titles.

 

Place the classroom library in a prominent spot, a place where students will 

 

pass during the cours

e of the day. Books should be displayed, if possible, 

 

close to eye level of students and be spacious enough to show the covers of 

 

some of the books. In addition, paperbacks can be placed on wire display 

 

racks from a local book store or supermarket. T

ry to showcase some of the 

 

books on a chalk tray or shelf that displays the cover.

 

Stimulate use of the library by featuring the books periodically. This can be 

 

done by read alouds and book talks.

 

Create easy procedures for the sign out and return of

 books.

 

Convey to parents and students, care and replacement responsibilities.

 

CLASSROOM 

 

LIBRARIES

 

-

 gifts from local book stores

 

-

 garage sales

 

-

 donations from parents
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